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Resene DIY Card special!

Discounts off the normal retail price from 12 August – 7 September 2020. Valid
only with cash/credit card/EFTPOS purchases and Resene DIY Card. Not available in
conjunction with account sales, promotional vouchers/coupons or other offers.
Excludes trade, ECS and Crown products and PaintWise levy. Sign up for a free Resene
DIY Card at your Resene ColorShop or participating reseller. Offer applies to 10 litre
Resene premium paints, primers/sealers, wood stains and 60-80ml testpots only.
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Watercare boss
to step down
TODD NIALL

Raveen Jaduram

The head of Auckland Council’s
water company has stepped down
as the city grapples with its worst
drought this century.

The departure of Raveen
Jaduram was announced by
Watercare’s chairwoman Marga-
ret Devlin.

Jaduram will leave at the end
of October as the company
deals with the most
serious water shortage it
has faced in 25 years,
and with political oppo-
sition to the level of his
$775,000 salary. In a state-
ment released by Devlin,
Jaduram said after six
years in the role, it ‘‘was
timely to consider new
opportunities’’.

‘‘With the Government’s three
waters reform initiative and the
Auckland Council’s review of
Council-Controlled Organisations,
a new chief executive will bring a
fresh approach to lead Watercare
through its next phase,’’ he said.

Auckland Mayor Phil Goff,
who has been publicly critical of
some of Watercare’s role in res-
ponding to the drought, thanked
Jaduram for his contribution. ‘‘I
acknowledge Mr Jaduram’s six
years as [chief executive] of
Watercare and many years prior
to that as a senior employee of
Watercare,’’ he said.

Jaduram has stepped aside

from his normal chief executive
duties in the past couple of months
to focus on managing Auckland’s
drought response. The city is deal-
ing with unprecedented drought,
with storage levels at 61.4 per cent,
compared with a normal level of 87
per cent, and water use
restrictions are likely to be in
place for a year.

In June, Watercare was
criticised by Goff for a late

request for $224 million to
fund the acceleration of
projects to boost the
city’s supplies over the
next year. The need for

funding came as Auck-
land Council was final-
ising its emergency
budget, reshaped around

a forecast $500m revenue hit from
Covid-19.

Jaduram’s salary has become a
renewed issue following an inde-
pendent review of Auckland Coun-
cil’s system of having five subsidi-
ary companies, of which Water-
care is one. The review recomm-
ended the salaries of the chief
executives of the subsidiaries
should not exceed that of the chief
executive of the council itself.

Auckland Council has appoi-
nted a new chief executive, Jim
Stabback, on a salary of $600,000.

Jaduram’s was the only chief
executive salary in the council
group to exceed this, but could
only ever have been reduced by
negotiation.

Finding a
better way

Auckland author Shirley Pastiroff has published The Mindful Parent.

Local author Shirley Pastiroff
has gained praise from Nigel
Latta for a new book on
parenting.

Somewhere in our over-
scheduled and frantic lives we’ve
lost touch with our intuition
around how to bring up our kids,
Pastiroff says. So she has written
The Mindful Parent.

‘‘Is it even possible to stay
sane, stay calm and stay
connected to your kids in the
chaos of parenting today? Yes,’’
says Pastiroff.

‘‘They actually come with all
they need to flourish to their full
potential, and yet we’ve
accessorised the parent-child
relationship beyond recognition,
creating a world of stress.’’

Parenting her own five
children nearly brought her to
her knees so she set out to find if
there was another way: ‘‘The
Mindful Parent is really a change
of direction, back to what
matters most – a deep and lasting
connection with our kids’’.

Clinical psychologist Nigel
Latta says: ‘‘This is one of those
rare books which takes an
incredibly complex ... subject
and turns that into simple tools
we can all understand.’’

Pastiroff is a counsellor,
mindfulness trainer and parent
coach. She is a former BBC
documentary-maker and lives in
Auckland with her husband and
children.

She has trained parents in the
techniques described in this
book.


